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BOYCOTT FOR AMNESTY 

STORM WATCH #18 (a Viet¬ 
nam veterans’ paper), just 
arrived with some informa¬ 
tive articles in it. It 
brought my attention to an 
aftermath of the Iraq War 
that is now happening. Dem¬ 
onstrators and other Iraq 
War resistors are now being 
tried and sent to prison. 
These people were merely 
exercising their rights as 
citizens in a democracy to 
express their beliefs against 
starting/waging a war 
against Iraq. They attempted 
to share their beliefs with 
the rest of our Democracy’s 
citizens, just as the mass 
media shares the beliefs of 
those who control it (i.e., 
the people who PROFIT from 
wars). If our citizens are 
not allowed to see both 
sides of the argument, they 
are unable to form an 
intelligent public opinion. 

Is the establishment; by 
these trials, harassments 
and prison sentences, at¬ 
tempting to intimidate the 
rest of us? Would they like 
to make us afraid to speak- 
out against their next 
planned war? 

So here again it behooves 
us to exercise our POWER 
immediately, by jerking 
where the hair is short, on 
the people who control Gov¬ 
ernment, i.e., the tig corpo¬ 
rations (the B.C.’s). 

Boycotts in the past have 
been directed at particular 
corporations, like: Gulf Oil, 
G.E., McDonalds, etc. These 
boycotts smelled like they 
may have been backed by 
those company’s competitors. 
Like, just trying to weaken 
a competitor for a possible 
takeover. I wouldn’t put it 


past those BC’s. 

Our POWER lies in our 
purse and credit cards. Our 
boycotting of the BC’s to 
stop the Iraq War may have 
helped to shorten that war. 
We helped create a big drop 
in consumer spending. It 
stands to reason that if the 
BC’s do control Government 
and dc Profit from war, they 
also profit from peace (but 

not nearly as much, of 
course). BC’s can not main¬ 
tain their power, if they go 
broke. They are very aware 
of this. We are just becom¬ 
ing aware of this Achilles 
Heel of theirs. 

So, if we want them to 
immediately release all dem¬ 
onstrators and radicals from 
harassment and jail, maybe 

we should inform people of 
the value of an overall 

boycott of all big corpora¬ 
tions. 

Regardless of how much 
we cut back on our con¬ 
sumption, there may still be 
some things we will be 
forced to buy from the BC’s. 
But we can temporarily as¬ 
sume very Spartan lifestyles 
and attempt to buy mostly 

from small companies who 
are not subsidiaries of the 
BC’s. It shouldn’t take a 
very long boycott to con¬ 
vince them to knuckle-in. 
They may expedite their de¬ 
cision to grant amnesty for 
all the Iraq War radicals, 
soonest. Then we can get 
back to consumption-as- 
usual. 

The consumers/workers 
have ail Ihfi power , but are 
kept unaware of this fact, 
by all the diversions offered 
by the mass media. We are 
also kept distracted by war. 
The BC’s can not continue to 


exist without people buying 
their products and services. 
They can not continue to 
produce if we threatened to 
(or actually) stop working 
for them. We can totally 
destroy the BC’s by either 
or both methods. 

We really don’t want to 
destroy the BC’s, we need 
production and distribution. 
We merely desire to take- 
back control of our own 
lives and the control of our 
government. If we are to 
keep a government, it 
should be used to benefit 
the majority of people in¬ 
stead of protecting and ben¬ 
efiting the BC’s. 

As each individual person 
learns how the system really 
works and takes her/his 
own action against the BC’s, 
each person begins to feel 
their own POWER. If we 
each, also attempt to share 
our ideas with others, _ 

we are not only taking 
control and changing our 
own lives, but are help¬ 
ing to change the world. 

This POWER we have is so 
great that we don’t even 
need to take to the streets 
anymore and listen to the 
bull horns. Instead of 
struggling against the sys¬ 
tem and fighting it, we can 
gain more and quicker, by 
not doing something. That 
is by simply not buying 
from the BC’s. And by not 
working for them, or 
threaten to quit (if we have 
our lifestyle set up without 
debts and some surplus 
money and have a good skill 
we can sell). 

If we have stopped assim¬ 
ilating the mass media 
(including their music, which 
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is loaded with subtle and 
subliminal mind conditioning) 
we don’t need to be fearful 
or even angry any more. We 
can just sit back and enjoy 
each other (and our Power) 
and not buy from the BC’s. 
How easy! A piece of cake! 

So let’s (each person) be¬ 
gin boycotting the BC’s and 
let them know we want an 
immediate amnesty for all 
Iraq War radicals and de¬ 
serters. Let’s also publicize 
this BC boycott plenty. Let 
the BC’s experience some 
fear for a change — we get 
more than our share of fear 
conditioning from their mass 
media. Let’s teeter their 
toter up into fear, for a 
change! 

$ 1 , 000 , 000,000 

Do you know that you 
own and are carrying 
around, a billion dollar tool? 
Are you getting your mon¬ 
eys worth out of it? The 
human mind is a fantastic 
bio-computer! They can not 
design and build a computer 
as small and with as much 
capability as our mind has, 
even for a billion dollars! 

Would you carry even a 
thousand dollar fantastic 
tool in your pocket and not 
try to get plenty of work 
out of it? If humans could 
ever pull their minds out of 
the idiot box and their other 
diversions and take a good 
long look at that thing they 
plop their hats on, they 
might discover how mar¬ 
velous their mind is. 

We might stop and do an 
inventory of things the mind 
can do: 

1. It can be taught to move 
our bodies, arms, legs and 
wiggle our nose. 

2. It can be taught to speak 
words and communicate 
ideas. 

3. It can be taught to read, 
write and arithmetic. 

4. It can be taught to 


gather and store informa¬ 
tion and hold it in our 
memory. 

5. It can use our arms, legs 
and fingers to build. 

6. It can use its memory and 
its logic to invent, create 
and design new things. 

7. It can use its logic and 
memory to repair itself, if 
it gets depressed. 

8. It can make itself feel 
happy any time. 

9. It can create any feeling 
or emotion on demand. 

10.lt can even watch itself 
think. 

11.It can often make its 
body well by deciding 
what should be done to it 
or what kind of food 
would be best. 

12.It can retrieve informa¬ 
tion from its memory. This 
may save a trip to the li¬ 
brary. 

Once we stop worrying 
and wasting our time spec¬ 
ulating about what other 
people think about us, we 
gain more free time that we 
can use to observe our own 
mind. As we start to under¬ 
stand its capabilities we can 
get more use from it. 

By allowing authority fig¬ 
ures (e.g., parents, teachers, 
preachers, bosses, govern¬ 
ment officials, laws, codes, 
tradition, the media, etc.) to 
govern and make decisions 
for us, we retard our mind’s 
ability to figure things out 
for itself. All it needs is a 
little practice. 

Conforming and allowing 
the mass media to lead our 
minds, is like standing still 
and allowing a slave collar 
to be locked around our 
necks. 

Media Mind Games 

It is not a good idea to 
continue to take your mind 
for granted. It is more ben¬ 
eficial to look at it with awe, 
explore it and figure out 
more things you can do with 


it, to make your life hap¬ 
pier, more satisfying and 
your relationships better. 
This will liberate you from 
the clutches of the behav¬ 
ioral modification experts. It 
will help you see how the 
mass media recently made 
many people believe the fal¬ 
lacious argument — "To be 
against the war is to be un¬ 
patriotic and therefore 
against our troops." What 
bull shit. People swallowed it 
because they didn’t take the 
time to think it over and 
question authority . 

During a conversation 
between two people, each 
person has the opportunity 
to stop the other person 
and make them prove their 
basic premises. We can’t do 
this with radio and TV. But 
some of us are getting wise 
to the mass media. We are 
observing how they tell us 
something and they don’t 
linger on each point. They 
don’t attempt to prove their 
basic premises as they 
progress with their state¬ 
ment (argument). No, they 
say something, as if it were 
a fact and then jump to the 
next rung of the ladder, as 
they build up a belief they 
wish us to hold. They 
progress too quickly for us 
to notice that they are 
building their argument from 
a foundation containing a 
falsehood or two. 

You can’t build a truthful 
statement if it contains even 
one little white lie. The mass 
media didn’t take the time to 
prove the authenticity of 
their public opinion polls. 
Which some of us wouldn’t 
have beiieved anyway. 

What authority or what 
right has the majority got 
to do evil, to a nation and 
its people and property, 
with a war? If you favor a 
democracy, then you give 
the majority this right, even 
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if they are misinformed and 
wrong. The majority are sel¬ 
dom right, else we would be 
living in an Utopia right 
now. 


Then again, 

who 

is it 

that creates 

the 

public 

opinion? 




There you have it! The 
mass media provides most of 
the information from which 
people form their opinions. 
The biggest mass media are 
controlled by big money. 
Can you imagine how they 
slant, omit, withhold and 
otherwise manipulate -the 
news that the majority get? 
Knowing this, it is not sur¬ 
prising to see many good 
people favoring govern¬ 
ment’s actions. 

The best place to find 
truth may be in some of the 
small underground media 
which don’t make a profit 
from their efforts. Some of 
the large underground pa¬ 
pers which cost a lot to 
have typeset, I aid-out, 

written, printed and dis¬ 
tributed may be backed by 
the establishment or the 
printer. Some printing com¬ 
panies must make a nice 
chunk of money printing 
some of the bigger under¬ 
ground papers. _ 

Underground papers, 
that are secretly financed 
by the establishment, 

often come out with lots 
of bad stuff about the 
establishment. This is the 
camouflage they use to hide 
whatever they are pushing. 
Of course it is mostly infor¬ 
mation we already know. 
They often overflow with 
fear and hate mongering, 
attempting to nullify radicals 
or incite them into foolish 
violence. They seldom print 
any workable alternatives or 
things individuals can do to 
free themselves. 


When I read either the 
mass media or underground 
papers, I try to see if they 
are telling how bad things 
are and see if they present 
no valid solution. This kind 
of reporting looks like fear 
mongering to me. If they 
suggest trivial little busy 
work diversions like; recy¬ 
cling paper, aluminum and 
glass, using smaller light 
bulbs, driving slower, writ¬ 
ing congress persons, etc., 
then I think they are 
backed by the establishment, 
suggesting busy work to 
make us feel we are helping 
and to keep us from discov¬ 
ering the "prime cause" of 
our problems. If they show 
me things I can do that 
would weaken the big corpo¬ 
rations to the point where 
they will take notice and 
shape up — then I’ve found 
a paper I wish to study 
with rapt attention and 
probably try their sugges¬ 
tions or/and enter into dia¬ 
logue with them. 

Maybe we should back-off 
and question the govern¬ 
ment’s statements. See if 
they hold water, before we 
accept any of their conclu¬ 
sions. However, it is easier 
to just assume that almost 
everything that the govern¬ 
ment says and does is not 
for the good of anyone, ex¬ 
cept the big money people. 
You can see how they are 
lowering taxes for the rich 
and increasing them for 
working people. The big 
money people ultimately tell 
government what to do — 
regardless of who we vote 
into office. Voting and the 
whole election scene is just 
more "make them think they 
control government" diver¬ 
sion. 

Explore Your Mind 

The more we take free 
time to observe and explore 
our mind, the more we learn 


how to control it. Instead of 
being led around by the 
media or by the whims of 
our mind, we can learn to 
lead our mind into whatever 
job or thought line we as¬ 
sign it. Then we start to ac¬ 
complish things. This is 
perhaps the true core, 
where freedom lies. Right 
under our hat! And we can 
learn to control* it, just as 
simply as we can change 
from one channel on a TV to 
another. Or, if we don’t care 
to take the time to learn to 
switch channels in our 
thinking, we can easily con¬ 
tinue to aimlessly drift 
through whatever thoughts 
our mind happens to wander 
in. 

If we allow our minds to 
just daydream and think 
about whatever we happen 
to look at, hear, smell, touch 
or taste — then we are al¬ 
lowing that which is outside 
our self to lead our think¬ 
ing. (A limited amount of 
daydreaming is undoubtedly 
beneficial.) We automatically 
eliminate most of that out¬ 
side input, when we focus 
our thoughts on doing a 
particular task. We draw the 
skills and information that 
we need, from our memory 
and from outside input, then 
we start getting things 
done. 

Drugs 

We can make exploratory 
trips into our minds and see 
what we can learn about its 
potentials. We don’t need to 
use drugs to accomplish 
this. We are led to believe 
that drugs enhance this ex¬ 
ploration. I will certainly 
agree (from experience) that 
drugs do give one an en¬ 
riched colorful trip. The 
drug trips I have taken 
were all good trips. But, I 
didn’t find them to be really 
beneficial to me. They looked 
wondrous and fantastic while 


* I WAS ROBOT, page 121. 
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I was high, but when I came 
down and read what I had 
written, it turned out to be 
garbage. 

What I’m writing at this 
moment feels like some of my 
best work and I haven’t 
bothered with drugs (even 
pot) for a number of years. 
Drugs not only steal our 
time (life) but also our effi¬ 
ciency. 

Earning Money 

There was a time that I 
focused my mind in the area 
of earning money to support 
a wife and three kids. I 
worked my mind hard in 
that area and it delivered. I 
retired when I was 42 years 
old in 1969. 

Since then, with the 24 
hours of free time I have 
had each day, I have just 
cracked the ice and gotten a 
little below the surface of 
my thinking process. When I 
first retired I didn’t begin a 
systematic exploration of my 
mind. It didn’t occur to me. 
I did a lot of daydreaming, 
traveling, reading, observing 
and discussing. When I had 
the free time, it seemed like 
my mind began the explo¬ 
ration for me. I just, sort 
of, every once in a while, 
happened to notice some¬ 
thing new about life and my 
thinking process. Now I can 
see many deep tunnels in 
my mind that are there for 
exploring when and if I 
choose to explore further. 

I would guess that my 
understanding of my mind 
would grow much faster if I 
chose to focus in that area 
of exploration. But for the 
past 22 years I have chosen 
to focus much of my life on 
designing and implementing 
Utopia. But most of that time 
was actually used for just 
plain day to day living, 
talking trivia, building rafts, 
floating the Mississippi and 
attempting to enjoy just 
being alive. I observed what 
was going on around me and 
occasionally what was hap¬ 
pening around the world. 
Sharing ideas with friends 
has also been a pleasant 
part of that time. 


Most of the time I feel 
pretty good about myself 
and what I’m doing. I sup¬ 
pose that is partly because 
I have made myself finan¬ 
cially independent. I did 
this mostly by reducing all 
of my expenses to a very 
small sum. This way my 
small savings account takes 
care of me. In our present 
economic system, _ 

Surplus Money + 

No Debts = 
Independence. 

When I was younger, I fo- 
cused my thoughts on 
learning some skills that 
people were willing to pay 
for, and getting as good as 
I could get at them. Knowing 
I have those skills now 
gives me additional good 
feelings of independence and 
security. 

I now use many of those 
skills to save money, e.g., to 
fix up my living quarters, 
repair my van, keep myself 
healthy, cook my meals, do 
my own typesetting, etc. Re¬ 
cently I got a book from the 
library and learned more 
about electrical wiring for 
houses and made some 
changes in my wiring. I 
saved considerable money 
plus had the fun of acquir¬ 
ing more skill. 

When my savings run out, 
I know that I can go out 
and earn money to replace 
them. Because I keep my ex¬ 
penses low, I don’t need as 
big a reserve as most people 
do and won’t need to go 
back into the Rat Race very 
soon. 

As I gained more confi¬ 
dence in my ability to sur¬ 
vive and control my think¬ 
ing I stopped allowing pub¬ 
lic opinion and government 
to control my life. This is 
called taking my own indi¬ 
vidual freedom. 

We don’t actually need to 
take freedom. There is no 
need to struggle or fight. 
We merely need to stop 
giving it away. 

We give some of our free¬ 
dom away every time we 
vote for a representative, 


every time we take pay for 
our work, every time we pay 
taxes, enlist or allow our 
self to be drafted into an 
army. 

Every time we buy from a 
big corporation, we give 
them more power. Money is 
power! Stop giving away 
your power! Hold on to 
your money! 

I give my newsletter for 
free. This gives me much 
more freedom in my work. I 
can do this because I have 
earned and saved up some 
surplus money. If I sold it, 
I would have to please my 
readers and perhaps an ed¬ 
itor and publisher. As oth¬ 
ers discover this free sys¬ 
tem secret, I’ll get more 
things for free too. 

Boycott the BC’s 
demanding amnesty for all 
protesters. 

Explore your mind’s abilities 
— for more freedom. 


Storm Warning, #18 ($1.00 

from Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War Anti-Imperi¬ 
alist, 4710 University Way 
NE, #1612, Seattle, WA 98105) 
If you want information 
about what is really going 
on in war, read what these 
Vets have to say. Being a 
WWII Vet, I admire and ap¬ 
preciate what they are say- 
ing. 

I WAS ROBOT (Utopia Now 
Possible) by Ernest Mann, 
319 pages, $7.95 postpaid 
from Little Free Press. 

Purpose 

To help create Utopia on 
Planet Earth as soon as pos¬ 
sible. 

Subscriptions 

The LFP is more or less 
bimonthly. For a free sub¬ 
scription, just send some 
postage. No donations. 

Make Copies 

Please make many copies, 
if you can relate. Thanks. 

Reprinting Permissible FREE 

4-16-91 Ernest Mann 
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